Neil works as an Offshore Installation Manager for the
CNOOC International-operated Buzzard platform in the
North Sea. While he’s been part of the industry for almost
four decades, his first trip offshore ended after just four days
due to a medical emergency – thankfully, his experience
since has been much more positive.
Neil’s oil & gas journey
I’ve been in the oil and gas industry for 35 years now. Brought up in Thornaby, Teesside, I had just enrolled
at Marton Sixth Form to start my A-Levels but had a change of plan after finding out that Shell was looking
for entry level Process Operators at Tees Port Refinery.
With absolutely no knowledge about the industry, I arrived for my interview and was lucky enough to get
the job – kicking off what has become a diverse career that has been challenging at times, but always
rewarding and progressing forward.
In saying that, my offshore career didn’t get off to the best start. My first ever trip was cut short after just
four days, when I had to be medevac’d back onshore due to an abscess on my appendix, which required
urgent surgery!
Over my six years with Shell I built a great grounding in oil refinery processes and equipment – and
celebrated some personal milestones including marrying my wife Denise. I went on to work offshore
with British Gas in Morecambe Bay and welcomed two daughters Claire and Laura to our family – soon
realising that the nature of the job gives you a fantastic work life balance and opportunities to develop and
gain promotions.
This was when my real turning point came – realising I wanted to carve out a career for life in the industry
by taking advantage of the numerous opportunities to upskill that came my way.
A few promotions later I found myself in the central North Sea on an FPSO where luck would have it,
I suffered sea sickness for the first few trips! My sea legs soon arrived, and I enjoyed the challenge of
producing oil and gas on a moving structure.

Making a mark in the industry
I first arrived at Buzzard – where I am today – in 2004, to help start up what was at the time the largest
producer in the North Sea. This is one of my proudest achievements. Over the years my responsibilities
have changed, but my main priority is to ensure the safety and welfare of all personnel working on the
Buzzard and to ensure all key safety, environmental and operational targets are met.
My day starts at 6am and finishes around 9pm, peppered with meetings and identifying and solving any
issues. My main promise to the personnel is that I will support them and work with them to maintain safe
operations and be there to listen to their concerns – whether it is job
related or something that has happened at home.
My downtime includes weight training in the gym, which is well
used aboard the Buzzard, as well as social events like charity
fundraising and teambuilding. There’s also a lot to be said
about the food on the Buzzard – which is first class!
I enjoy life offshore and the opportunity to meet some great
characters from all areas of the UK and abroad is one I have
cherished. There’s a lot of fellow Teessiders aboard, and a
recognisable accent never fails to ease homesickness.
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I spend my time onshore at home in Ingleby Barwick. I’m a big
fan of the Boro and was a season ticket holder at the Riverside
with my younger daughter until she left for university in Glasgow.
I also relax with country walks and am now a grandad to Benjamin and
Florence. This keeps me busy with babysitting duties and entertaining a
toddler who I take swimming, soft play and parks. This is often much harder work than being offshore!
Spreading positive energy
One thing that gives me reason to be hopeful is the security of the industry. We’ve been powering homes
and businesses for decades and will continue to do so, making it a great career for anyone with the drive
and determination to succeed.
There’s also a focus on safety-first operations with a commitment to reducing impact on the environment.
Technology is advancing, and new processes are being developed to extend field life across the North Sea
– and that’s exciting.

